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Report from 
the President

Dear IADMFR members and colleagues,

As we all know, the world has faced unexpected 
challenges due to the ongoing spread of COVID-19. 
The global epidemic and community infections have 
not yet come to an end. As a result, we decided to hold 
ICDMFR 2021 in the format of a hybrid meeting where 
Korean participants attend the ICDMFR 2021 in person 
on-site (Kimdaejung Convention Center in Gwangju, 
South Korea) while the overseas participants join the 
meeting online and participate in real-time discussions. 

It was the second ICDMFR to be held in South Korea 27 
years after the 10th ICDMFR (President: Prof. Dong-
Soo You) was held in Seoul in 1994. Very regrettably, 

Professor You passed away in January this year and so 
we could not have him at this Congress.

	 ICDMFR 2021 consisted of 4 keynote lectures, 2 special lectures, 
21 invited lectures with state-of-the-art lectures by distinguished 
speakers in a highly interactive online environment featuring video-
streaming presentations with live Q&A and on-demand sessions. 72 
oral presentations and 142 e-Poster presentations were presented via 
a virtual website which allows interaction between presenters and 
participants as well.

	 We have e-Booths that ran before and after the live sessions to 
recreate the experience of networking and keeping ourselves 
updated on the industry.

	 I would like to take this opportunity to express my deepest gratitude 
to all who have registered and participated in the Congress during 
this difficult time. We had over 500 participants from 43 countries. 
Also, I would like to thank the sponsors and exhibitors who 
supported the ICDMFR 2021. 
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	 The COVID-19 crisis reaffirmed that everyone in the world is 
connected. More than ever, this is time to think about what we can 
do together. ICDMFR 2021 is strong evidence that COVID-19 cannot 
block our friendship and connections. 

	 I am pleased to bring together our congress in this new digital 
format to learn, connect, and interact!

	 Once again, I would like to thank all participants of ICDMFR 2021 
despite the critical times.

	 Soon-Chul Choi

	 President, IADMFR
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Report from 
the Secretary 
General

Dear IADMFR members, dear colleagues and friends,

On behalf of IADMFR, sincere congratulations to our 
Korean friends for setting up a great hybrid congress. 
We are grateful to President Choi and his entire team 
for the perseverance to carry on, despite all current 
challenges, and to offer IADMFR members from all 
over the world an unforgettable event. The current 
extraordinary times may call for exceptional decisions. 

In 2021, we kicked off organising free webinars 
for our IADMFR members. We are grateful to Jeff 
Price, our IADMFR Director of Education, who is also 
successfully moderating those webinars. A great 
initiative also came from Claudia Noffke and Erich 
Raubenheimer, who established several unique online 

courses to share their precious expertise with all of you. 
The IADMFR gratefully acknowledges Claudia and Erich for their 
invaluable contribution to IADMFR education. Please visit https://
iadmfr.one/education/iadmfr-courses.html. 

	 IADMFR also became partner of IAEA in order to allow organising 
joint webinars, elearning and online courses, open to all our 
members. Special thanks to Jenia Vassileva and her team!  

	 Furthermore, we introduced the IADMFR new logo, a fresh look 
for the coming IADMFR decades. Considering the uncertain times, 
it was decided to replace the 2023 congress with a unique online 
IADMFR World Tour, with worldwide involvement of members and 
continental presidents offering us exciting 3 hour programmes 
streamed from different continents, with keynote lectures alongside 
interactive research and social sessions open to all, with a final 
physical event at the headquarters (May–July 2023). 
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	 This event will be organised in close collaboration with our 
association partners BIR and Aim and will be open to e-abstracts 
from all members. All accepted abstracts will be made available 
online via BIR in a DOI registered abstract booklet and all related 
lectures will remain available for 2 months via the BIR website. 

	 The traditional IADMFR research award competition as well as 
a“best clip competition” will be organised. This unique concept 
will be the ideal kick off for a further digitalised IADMFR era, 
with plenty of time to meet both in person and remotely. If you 
are interested in being a part of IADMFR, see https://iadmfr.one/ 
and register as a member. Please don’t hesitate to contact us at 
iadmfr@aimgroup.eu.

	 Looking forward meeting all of you in the near future online or 
onsite!

	 Reinhilde Jacobs

	 Secretary General, IADMFR
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Editor’s Report 2021

	

2021 is a year of celebration for our journal; this 
is the 50th volume of the journal since its first 
publication in 1972. We are celebrating throughout 
the year and more details on that can be seen 
elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Every issue of DMFR is available online for all 
IADMFR members. If you haven’t read a journal 
article recently I would encourage you to go online 
and see the new journals website with improved 
usability. Log in via https://iadmfr.one and follow the 
links to the journals. You will also see a new eReader 
in addition to the PDF, giving a more user-friendly 
interface to read the journal. You can also make 
annotations and notes directly on the manuscript 

which are saved for you online for your future viewing.

	 An Editorial Board meeting was held via Zoom and it was wonderful 
to see so many participants from across the world. Since the last full 
board meeting in Philadelphia, the International Editorial Board has 
been adapted and rejuvenated to represent experts and leaders from 
the young and up-coming scientific DMFR generation. This transition 
will be a continuing one, as one of my goals in the coming years will be 
to broaden the base of experts to include colleagues from all regions in 
the world, and also to be more representative of the gender distribution 
in our specialty. In fact it was approved at that meeting that Dr Anne 
Oenning from Campinas, Brazil will be elevated to the role of Associate 
Editor from the middle of 2021. I welcome Anne to her new role and 
look forward to working with her. 

	 As we all know, 2020 was overshadowed by the COVID-19 pandemic—
and this has also left its marks on the journal. On the positive side, 2020 
was by far the year with the highest number of submissions ever. It 
seems that our colleagues took advantage of the lockdown(s) and time 
working from home to write and submit more articles. Together with 
the invited reviews for the 50th anniversary, 2021 will probably see the 
highest number of published articles in one single year for DMFR. 

Report from 
the Journal 
Editor
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	 Regarding the handling time for new submissions, the duration to the 
first decision was only 19 days in 2020, and to the final disposition was 
only an additional 12 days, with the final article published only 11 days 
after that. The acceptance remains stable at 16% of all submissions. 
These good and stable performances are clear indicators for a high 
quality within DMFR, and are only possible due to a great team of 
associate editors and reviewers. Thus, it’s clearly now the time to thank 
them, and encourage them to contribute further.

	 A new opportunity for DMFR authors from 2021 is the introduction of 
pre-funded open access for authors based at eligible institutions. If the 
corresponding author is affiliated to a participating institution, you may 
be able to publish open access at no cost to you. This is a really great 
opportunity for our authors and our community. For more information 
see https://www.birpublications.org/pre-funded-oa 

	 In 2020, we have seen some emerging trends in the topics of submitted 
articles. These include studies focusing on indications and applications for 
artificial intelligence algorithms in DMFR and the use of fractal analysis. 
Future submissions on this topic should and need to consider its clinical 
relevance and potential integration in daily routine. Otherwise, this trend 
will rather be more like a hype, and thus fail to result in any meaningful 
impact. 

	 As AI workflows in dental medicine often use methods based on 
craniofacial imaging, DMFR seems to be ideally suited to be a major 
player and also driver in future innovations in this field. Some other 
fields that show potential for scientific developments are the use of 
non-ionizing imaging modalities for orofacial diagnostics. These include 
MRI and ultrasound, where recent publications have explored their use 
for diagnostics prior to dental implant placement and for periodontal 
indications. Both techniques are still far from any routine implementation 
in daily practice, but it’s the task of our scientific community to explore 
their possibilities and also limitations further, and come up with possible 
solutions.

	 With my best regards,

	 Michael Bornstein

	 Editor-in-Chief, DMFR
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Greetings from Pretoria, South Africa,

A fire blazed through the Table Mountain national park 
in Cape town lasting three horrifying days. The episode 
dubbed “The Rhodes Memorial Fire” started on 18 April 
2021 and the damage was widespread. Those who are 
familiar with this beautiful city would know that one of 
the iconic and illustrious tertiary institutions is located at 
the foot of that very mountain range. Sadly, six buildings 

succumbed in the blaze including the library; a heritage building. It 
housed the most extensive collection of African study material in the 
world and was dear to the community, students and alumni alike. Also 
damaged in the immediate vicinity was the Mostert’s Mill dated 1796 
(renovations completed just two days prior). The international response 
to this disaster was noteworthy and reflected a spirit of humanity and an 
embedded love for literacy.

	 The only reported developments for this quarter related to the IADR and 
the local South African Dental Association. Online and hybrid courses 
as well as mini conferences are now the norm. There are a fair amount 
of options related to Continued Education (CE) for professionals and 
we appreciate all speakers and supporters for organising and keeping 
the development going. The most recent being a joint venture by the 
South African Dental Association and University of Witwatersrand for a 
presentation on radiographic interpretation for general practitioners, a 
refresher course. These online sources are the main source of CE in the 
COVID context.  

	 The number of active members in Africa has not changed for the term 
and all members are urged to renew their membership status. South 
Africa has two new postgraduate candidates and I wish them well in their 
journey.

	 We wish the LOC of the 23rd Congress of IADMFR in Gwangju, South 
Korea every success for the event.  

	 If there are any developments in Africa, please contact me with the 
details. 

	 Shoayeb Shaik

	 IADMFR Regional Director, Africa   

Report from 
Africa
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	 Greetings from Japan,

	 It is with regret that ICDMFR in 2021 will be held 
on the web and I was unable to go to Korea due to 
the pandemic of COVID-19. This was also a shame 
because I was looking forward to experiencing 
Korean food and culture. However, thanks to 
everyone’s efforts with President Soon-Chul Choi 
and Korean teams, it has become a very useful 
conference. I think we have become an academic 
society that is at the start of a new era.

	 As of May 2021, Japan has been hit by the fourth 
wave of the COVID-19 pandemic. This wave is 
higher than the past waves. This is believed to be 
the effect of the more infectious variant of the 
virus. In Japan, the vaccination rate is about only 
1%, which is very low. All academic conferences 
of the Japanese Society of Oral and Maxillofacial 
Radiology have been changed to be held online. The 13th Asian 
Conference of Oral and Maxillofacial Radiology was scheduled to be 
held in Gifu in June 2020, but has been postponed to June 2022. The 
event will be held online according to the ICDMFR at this time.

	 Looking ahead to the post-COVID world, there is a possibility that the 
methods of holding academic conferences will change significantly 
in the future. However, I think it is very important to actually meet 
physically and experience foreign cultures, so I hope that the pandemic 
will be over as soon as possible.

	 I am looking forward to the world tour of ICDMFR in 2023 and the 
next congress in London.

	 Best regards to you and your family,

      Yoshinori Arai

      IADMFR Regional Director, Asia

Report from 
Asia
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Dear Colleagues and IADMFR members, 

While we are progressing through 2021, we have been 
gradually restoring back to the full capacity of teaching 
and research. I once again would like to thank our 
colleagues in Asia for sharing their activities with us 
and also to everyone who keeps striving during these 
hard times.

Here I present the latest collection of updates from Asia 
region including from Indonesia, South Korea, Taiwan, 
India, Hong Kong, and Malaysia.

Greetings from Indonesia,

COVID-19, is becoming one of the pandemic phrases 
that has impacted our daily vocabulary. The number of 
COVID-19 confirmed cases has surpassed 124 million 
worldwide. The pandemic and its response have had 
several short-term as well as long term impacts on 
human health, society, economy and environment. 
All of a sudden, our worlds and routines have been 
adapted to prevent the spread of the disease.

During this challenging time, the Indonesian Dento-
Maxillofacial Radiology Association (IKARGI) never stop 
sharing knowledge and activities to all the members, 

dental practitioners and community, as well. Most of the activities 
were done by online webinars.

	 The Association of Dentomaxillofacial Radiology Specialist Alumni 
from Padjajaran University (IKA-UNPAD) held an online webinar with 
the title “DMFR Update!” on 12 December 2020. We invited Professor 
Ingrid Rózyło-Kalinowska from Poland to give insight about Advanced 
CBCT Diagnostic in Implantology and TMJ Treatment. Moreover, Dr 
Diana Ioana Pop from France and Dr M Novo Lubis from Indonesia 
also gave a talk on that occasion on the latest innovation in radiology 
diagnostics.

Report from 
Asia
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Webinar “DMFR Update!” on 12 
December 2021

Poster – Community service 
on 20 February 2021
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	 As community service is one of our responsibilities as faculty 
members, on 20 February 2021 we held a webinar for high school 
students to share knowledge about the importance of DMFR 
examinations, as well as the topic of radiation safety. Later on, our 
association (IKARGI) held a teleradiology and interpretation webinar 
for dental practitioners and dental specialists on a live chat session 
on 4 April 2021. In the session, we gave consultations for dental 
practitioners about their cases by sharing their radiographs and other 
related information to be discussed.  

	 Finally, we would like to congratulate our journal, Journal Radiologi 
Dentomaksilofasial Indonesia (JRDI) that has been accredited by the 
Indonesian journal accreditation and categorised in SINTA 3. We 
always welcome our colleagues all around the world to send their 
articles to our journal. 

	 Best regards,

	 Isti Rahayu Suryani

	 AAOMFR Director, Indonesia

	 Menik Priaminiarti 

	 IADMFR Regional Director, Asia

Poster – Community service on 4 
April 2021  
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Report from 
Asia

	 Greetings from South Korea,

	 The Fall Scientific Meeting of the Korean 
Academy of Oral and Maxillofacial Radiology 
(KAOMFR) was held online using VOD system 
on 16 October, 2020. There were three special 
lectures by Prof. Byung Cheol Kang, Prof. In-Woo 
Park, and Prof. Chena Lee, which were named 
“Things to think about while teaching/training 
image dentistry”, “50 years history of the 
Korean Society for Imaging Dentistry, 10 years 
thereafter”, “Wise education in the coronavirus 
era: the case of Yonsei University” in turn.

	 The year-end conference of KAOMFR was 
held online using VOD system, South Korea on 4 December, 2020. 
There was one special lecture on “Medical ethics from a oral and 
maxillofacial radiologist’s perspective” by Prof. Byung-Do Lee. 
Two case presentations of “The imaging characteristics of TMJ 
chondrosarcoma” by Dr. Bong-Geun Jang (Seoul National University) 
and “Cavernous sinus Thrombosis Caused by Tooth Infection” by Dr. 
Chang-Ki Min (Chonbuk National University) were presented.

	 In the 53rd General Assembly (online) on 19 March, 2021, Pf. Prof. 
Byung Cheol Kang was awarded Heungnong Achievement Award 
and Suk-Ja Yoon was awarded Cheongsa Academic Award.

	 The 23rd Congress of IADMFR (ICDMFR 2021) has been prepared 
successfully, which took place in Gwangju, South Korea under the 
theme of “Reading and Leading Dentistry” from 28 April to 1 May, 
2021.

	 Prof Min-Suk Heo

	 President, Korean Academy of Oral and Maxillofacial Radiology
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Three special speakers of the Fall Scientific Meeting of the Korean Academy of 
Oral and Maxillofacial Radiology (KAOMFR) on 16 October, 2020. Prof. Byung 

Cheol Kang, Prof. In-Woo Park, and Prof. Chena Lee in turn.

	 The 2021 Year-
end Meeting 
of KAOMFR 
was held online 
using VOD 
system, South 
Korea on 4 
December, 
2020.
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Report from 
Asia

	 Greetings from Taiwan, 

	 Over the past 18 months, the novel coronavirus 
outbreak has spread to every corner of the 
globe. Fortunately, COVID-19 did not spread in 
Formosa Island. All schools (Universities) have 
been open as usual, people only have to wear 
face masks and have their body temperature 
monitored when they enter the campus. Because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, there was not much 
activity of TAOMFR in 2020. On 26 December, 
2020, at the combined meetings of the board 
of directors and the board of supervisors, we 
encouraged our members to submit abstracts 
to the congress of 23rd ICDMFR (Figure 1). On 
6–7 February, 2021, a CE course for ionizing radiation protection 
was held at China Medical University, Taichung (Figure 2, 3). On 21 
March, 2021, our Annual Meeting and General Assembly was held 
at the same venue of 21st ICDMFR “Hotel Ambassador, Kaohsiung” 
(Figure 4). At the beginning of the General Assembly, we showed our 
appreciation for passed Prof. Si-Long Lian by using a video (Figure 5). 
https://fb.watch/4ZNLn0OBrt/. Prof. Wen-Chen Wang was elected as 
the President of TAOMFR (2021–2024) in the director meeting on the 
same day (Figure 6, 7). 

	 We are grateful for KAOMFR efforts and appreciate that Professor 
Soon-Chul Choi, president of IADMFR, and his team in South Korea 
have all worked hard, to prepare for the 23rd ICDMFR. TAOMFR 
registered 4 posters and 1 invited speaker presentation for the online 
programs. In the advance scheduled online rehearsal by Zoom, it was 
nice to meet the former DMFR Editor-in-Chief Ralf Schulze, and the 
ICDMFR 2021 Secretariat Yunah Kim (Figure 8, 9).

	 Ming-Gene Tu

	 AAOMFR Regional Director, Taiwan
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	 1 Combined meeting for 
directors and supervisors,2020

	 2, 3 and 4 CE 
course for ionizing radiation 

protection,2021
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	 5 In memory of Prof. Si-Long 
Lian at the Annual Meeting 
and General Assembly

6 Prof. Wen-Chen Wang, New 
President of TAOMFR (2021–

2024)

7 Board of directors and 
supervisors (2021–2024)

8 Online rehearsal for 23rd 
ICDMFR

9 Online rehearsal for 23rd 
ICDMFR
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Greetings from India,

The Indian Association of Oral Medicine and Radiology 
(IAOMR) has been organising academic lectures 
on virtual platforms on a regular basis during the 

pandemic and will be continuing the efforts in this surge too. 

	 Dr Sunali Khanna, Vice President IAOMR, after the outbreak of the 
Pandemic has participated in many campaigns organised by renowned 
organisations like the Nehru Science Centre, Mumbai, Council of 
Scientific & Industrial Research-National Institute of Environmental 
Engineering, Indian Council of Medical Research, Indian Dental 
Association, National Academy of Sciences, Films Division of India, 
International Association of Dentomaxillofacial Radiology, Asian 
Academy of Oral & Maxillofacial Radiology, Japanese Society of Oral & 
Maxillofacial Radiology, Rotary International and Federation of Indian 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, as well as schools and colleges.

	 In all she has participated in 19 Webinars to spread awareness and to 
motivate the youth to observe the national guidelines and help the 
needy. As a professional she has taken part in not only online services 
but also carried out face to face treatment of patients while being 
mindful of the risk involved. Being a member of the Research Advisory 
Committee of the Maharashtra University of Health Sciences she is 
striving to promote inter-disciplinary studies to combat the negative 
impact of the pandemic. Please see the below posters for more 
information. 

	 Dr Sunali Khanna

	 Vice President IAOMR

Report from 
Asia
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